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Executive Budget Support

AAP Supports the Governor’s Budget In Areas That Improve Children’s Health 

· Expansion of the Child Health Plus Program to children in families with incomes up to 400% of the poverty level ($82,600).  The expansion requires a sliding premium contribution from families with higher incomes. This expansion will bring 400,000 additional children under Child Health Plus coverage.  The proposal will bring New York as close to universal health care for children as a state can get without a mandate.  The AAP fully supports the CHIP expansion 

· The Governor’s Budget provides $24 million for increased payments to providers for primary care services.  $22 million will go primary care providers, especially pediatricians.  Additional resources will also be available for pediatric specialty and subspecialty care. $2 million will be targeted community based clinics for primary care services to high need communities.   The APP fully supports the direction of $24 million to increase payments to physicians providing high quality primary care.

· Bright Futures is the AAP pediatric quality care initiative.  The AAP supports working with the State Department of Health’s Office of Health Insurance Programs to design a New York Bright Futures program to drive increased payment to pediatricians for specific increased quality of care interventions in the pediatric practice. We will advocate for additional state budget support for the New York Bright Futures Initiative.

· Healthy Schools Act…School Based Nutrition This year the Governor included the provisions of the Healthy Schools Act within the state budget as an Article 7 Bill.  The bill outlines all the provisions which the AAP has supported and also provides financial support to schools as they make the transition to healthy foods and snacks in the school setting.

· AAP also supports the Governor’s Investments in:

· Childhood Lead Poisoning

· Emergency Contraception

· Social Worker Billing in Article 28 Clinics which will allow School Based Clinics to Expand Their Mental Health Services

· Budget Support for Asthma and Diabetes Educators in the Medical Setting

AAP Supports Additional State Budget Financing to Support

· Centers of Excellence In Children’s Environmental Health

Unfortunately, our current medical system is not optimized to manage children’s expose to environmental toxins and the illnesses they cause.  Most pediatricians and other health care providers report commonly seeing children with diseases of environmental origin, but also report they have little training in environmental medicine.  Only 19% of New York State pediatricians have received training in environmental history taking, and even fewer are comfortable in the management of these exposures.
 An efficient and effective approach to stem the tide of the chronic disease epidemic in New York’s children is to establish a statewide, regional network of Children’s Environmental Health Centers of Excellence.  These Centers of Excellence would increase the accuracy of diagnosis and improve the treatment of children’s diseases caused by environmental factors; help to prevent diseases caused by environmental factors; better quantify and qualify children’s diseases of environmental origin; and strengthen and expand educational programs in children’s environmental health for professionals at all levels.
· Reach Out & Read  The AAP supports an additional $200,000  in the State Budget to allow expansion of Reach Out & Read, an early literacy pediatric based program.  There are currently more than 256 Reach Out & Read programs in pediatric settings across the state.  These programs serve more than 300,000 children.  However, there are hundreds of thousands of low income children who could thrive with a Reach Out & Read program in their pediatrician’s office.  $200,000 will allow Reach Out & Read to expand and buy children’s books for the thousands of children who need them.

