New York Chapter 2
It is hard for me to believe that my 2 years as President of Chapter 2 is coming to an end.  At this time I think it is appropriate for me to take a moment to reflect on the work that Chapter 2 has done over the past 2 years.  Before I do, I would like to take a moment to  thank Jessica Geslani, Director of Chapter Operations and George Dunkel, Executive Director for their untiring efforts, dedication and support.  None of the work that Chapter 2 has accomplished could have been done without their efforts.  I would also like to thank our Vice-President Tony Battista, our Treasurer Ishvar Patel and our Secretary Lou Goldblum.  Their hard work and dedication allowed Chapter 2 to achieve so much in the past 2 years including the honor of  being awarded the “Chapter Excellence Award” by the National AAP in 2003 and 2004.
Chapter 2 has achieved many successes.  Some of the recent activities and programs I would like to highlight include:

1. CME dinner meetings:

a. An extremely successful meeting on December 11, 2003, sponsored by our Committee on Infectious Diseases, chaired by Howard Balbi, and supported financially by an unrestricted educational grant from Aventis Pharmaceuticals (thanks to the efforts of Lou Goldblum), entitled “Newer Vaccines and Coding Concerns. ” 
b. A program planned for May 5, 2005 sponsored by the Committee on Adolescence entitled “Evolving Needs for Immunizations of Adolescents” and “CPT Coding Issues for Adolescent Health Care,” again financially supported by Aventis Pharmaceuticals.
2. Our “Sailing Into Practice Series” is held twice yearly for senior pediatric residents in our Chapter under the auspices of our Residents Needs Committee, co-chaired by Marc Lashley and Brad Fell and financially supported by Ross Laboratories.
3. A new program, the Annual Pediatric Chief Residents Retreat is sponsored by Chapter 2 in conjunction with the Association of Pediatric Program Directors (APPD) of New York and New Jersey, financially supported by Ross Laboratories.
4. Committee on Adolescence, Chaired by Neville Golden:

a. Publication of a brochure “Tattooing and Body Piercing,” available in both in English and Spanish

b. The committee has recently launched a Nutritional and Herbal Supplement website for use by professionals and adolescents,
5. Our Medical Students Needs Committee, chaired by Jennifer Pintiliano, has held meetings with the medical students at SUNY-Health Science Center at Brooklyn (Downstate) and New York College of Osteopathic Medicine (NYCOM).  

6. Partnership with The American Cancer Society:

a. Last year’s campaign was “Sun Smart – It’s Your Skin Wear It Well” and “Slip, Slop, Slap” asked pediatricians in our Chapter to remind parents to “slip on a shirt, slop on sun screen, and slap on a hat” before their children go out in the sun.

b. This year’s campaign focuses on issues related to passive smoking with our program entitled “Living Smoke-Free For You And Your Child.”  The campaign asks pediatricians to screen for smokers in the environment of children as a way to decrease the effects of passive smoking on children.
7. Partnership with The Association of American Physicians of Indian Origin (APPI) and The Bangladesh Medical Association of North America (BMANA): To improve the health and welfare of children in India and Bangladesh we sent used pediatric equipment and reference books to these areas where pediatric resources are in short supply.  We hope that work with these 2 organizations will lead us to begin a Committee on International Health.
8. Our Breast Feeding Coordinator, Julia Block and our Nutrition Committee, chaired by Mike Pettei, have recently published a brochure on “Nursing Your Newborn – Breastfed Babies Are Healthier Babies.”
9. The Senior Pediatricians Committee, chaired by Dave Annunziato, published “The History of Chapter 2” which has received national attention as it chronicled the many accomplishments of Chapter 2 over the past 75 years.
10. The “Youth Advocacy Committee,” co-chaired by Bram Jelin (Chapter 2) and Andy Racine (Chapter 3), has worked hard advocating for pediatricians and children’s health care issues in New York City including the “365 Day Bill,” “The Junk Food and Soda Free Schools Act” and the “Booster Seat Law.”

11. “Special Achievement Awards” have been presented to Bram Jelin, Joe Greenscher, Julia Block, Marc Lashley, and Brad Fell and for their outstanding work,

12. Our CATCH facilitator, Ron Marino, has worked tirelessly to help our members with their CATCH Grant proposals.

13. The Committee on Drugs and Emergency Medicine chaired by Jeff Schor has continued to assist pediatricians in dealing with common pediatric emergencies.

14. The Fetus and Newborn Committee Chaired by Renu Agarwal helps pediatricians and neonatologists on an ongoing basis to improve the care we provide to premature newborns. 

15. Our Committee on Injury, Poison and Violence Prevention chaired by Jay Abularrage is preparing a video to train pediatricians in issues involved in the care of children living in shelters.

16. Our Practice Advisory Committee Chair, Andrea Leeds, has been aiding pediatricians in private practice to improve their skills in coding and reimbursement, as well as helping them deal with the everyday issues of private practice.  
17. Two new committees have been formed. 
a. Under the capable leadership of Scott Klein, the Committee on Palliative Care and Bioethics addresses issues of death and dying for infants, children and adolescents.

b. The School Health Committee, chaired by Jim Gough, addresses issues related to pediatric care in the school systems throughout our Chapter.
As you can see, Chapter 2 is alive and vibrant!  It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your president and I am proud of the work that we have accomplished.  I am confident that with your continued support and commitment to the health and well-being of infants, children, adolescents and young adults, and the capable leadership of  your 2005 – 2007 officers - President Tony Battista, Vice-President Ishvar Patel, Treasurer Bram Jelin and Secretary Lou Goldblum - Chapter 2 will continue to promote its mission with even more success.  
Warren Seigel, NY Chapter 2 President
